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PROTECTION AND PERMANENCY INFORMATION MEMORANDUM

TO: 

Service Region Administrators



Service Region Administrator Associates



Service Region Clinical Associates



Regional Program Specialists



Family Services Office Supervisors

FROM:  
Mary Carpenter, Assistant Director



Division of Protection and Permanency

DATE:   
July 2, 2020
SUBJECT:
COVID-19 Crisis for Extended Commitment Youth
The purpose of this information memorandum is to provide guidance to staff regarding transition age youth in Kentucky’s foster care system during the current COVID-19 emergency.  The federal government has issued guidance for states to provide optimal service to youth during this time to include allowing youth to continue to receive foster care services while remaining in their current living arrangement.  

The Cabinet and private child placing (PCP) agencies have signed an addendum to the current PCP contract, which will allow the youth to stay in foster care past their twenty-first (21st) birthday.  This addendum will remain in effect until September 30, 2020.  In addition, the Cabinet is expected to develop additional placement options for these youth, examples include allowing the youth to extend or remain on extended commitment, making renewed efforts to find and locate kin, and developing natural supports to serve as temporary placements for the youth.  In this time of social isolation, supporting placements that allow youth to remain connected to the important adults in their lives is critical.

Please contact Paula Saenz, Transitional Services Branch Manager, at paula.saenz@ky.gov if you have difficulty identifying an appropriate placement plan for youth who will become age eighteen (18) to twenty one (21).  
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